2008-2009 Bid Allocation Memorandum

Bid Allocations

In the 2008-09 season, AMTA will sponsor 23 regional tournaments.  Each of these tournaments will be awarded 8 bids to the Opening Round Championship Site (ORCS) level of competition.  ORCS are equivalent to a “super-regional” or what used to be called an AMTA “National Tournament.”  All teams that advance to the final level of competition—the AMTA National Championship Tournament—must first compete at the Regional and ORCS level.  There are no direct bids to the National Championship. 

There will be at least 192 bids to the ORCS level of competition.  Bids not awarded directly to Regionals will initially be reserved to correct “Acts of AMTA.”  Remaining bids will be awarded in accordance with the Open Bid procedures. 

All teams will be treated as eligible for bids, but no program may accept bids for more than 2 postseason teams. Bids that cannot be accepted due to the two-team-per-program postseason cap, or for any other reason, will be awarded in accordance with Open Bid procedures. 
In the 2008-09 season, AMTA will sponsor 8 ORCS tournaments.  Each ORCS shall be awarded 6 bids to the National Championship Tournament.  If any bids are declined and are not needed to correct Acts of AMTA, they will be awarded in accordance with Open Bid procedures.

Act of AMTA Bids

Any requests for Act of AMTA bids must be received via email by the Competition Response Committee Chair by noon (central time) on Tuesday following the completion of the tournament where the alleged error occurred, with the exception of Act of AMTA requests related to Regional or Opening Round Championship Site Tournaments occurring on the last weekend of regional or ORCS competition, which must be submitted by 4 pm (central time) the day after the tournament ends.  The Tabulation Director shall investigate the complaints and report to the CRC within two business days of the submission of the request. 
For Act of AMTA requests that relate to the regional or ORCS tournaments on the last weekend of their respective levels of competition, the CRC Chair may immediately issue an official ruling on the request upon obtaining support for his/her recommendation from at least two other members of the CRC.  

Act of AMTA bids to an ORCS will be allocated from the pool of bids that are not initially awarded to regional sites.  Bids not needed for Acts of AMTA will be awarded in accordance with Open Bid Procedures.

Open Bids

Open Bids to an ORCS will be awarded using the following criteria, to be applied in the order listed:

1.
Regional Win Loss Record

2.
Whether or not the program already has a team in the postseason, with those programs without a team in the postseason receiving priority for an Open Bid
3. 
Regional Combined Strength (CS)
4.
The number of teams competing in the team’s Regional, with the higher number taking precedence

5.
Bonus Bid Ranking, with the higher ranking taking precedence
Open Bids to the National Championship Tournament will be awarded using the following criteria, in order of priority:

1.
ORCS Win-Loss Record

2.
Whether or not the program already has a team in the National Championship Tournament, with those programs without a team in the postseason winning the tiebreaker
3. 
ORCS Combined Strength (CS)
4.
The number of teams competing in the team’s ORCS, with the higher number taking precedence

5.
Bonus Bid Ranking, with the higher ranking taking precedence
The Tabulation Director shall maintain a running total of the rankings of teams eligible for Open Bids, updated after the completion of each Regional or ORCS tournament. This list shall be posted online.  Any errors discovered after 48 hours will be corrected but will not result in the reversal of any bid awards already made.

This procedure will be followed, absent any changes in the final language once the AMTA rulebook is ratified by the Executive Committee of the American Mock Trial Association.
