
Rule 9. Rule Violations
Rule 9.1 Policy regarding rule violations occurring at tournaments. It is the policy of this organization that protests and complaints concerning acts or comments of any participant, coach, official, judge or observer of a tournament occurring at an AMTA-sanctioned tournament must be brought to the attention of an official AMTA Representative at the first break in the trial after the incident occurs or is discovered.  The AMTA Representative(s), in consultation with the National Tabulation Director (or Designee), shall determine the manner in which protest will be heard.       

Rule 9.2 Tournament Sanctions. Any violation of any rule occurring at a tournament may result in imposition of sanctions by the AMTA Representatives. Sanctions are limited to the following: (a) warning, verbal or written; (b) loss of time from any timed portion of a round; (c) loss of opportunity to select witnesses according to the witness selection order; (d) loss of individual or team awards; (e) loss of points; or (f) exclusion of an individual, team, coach or observer from further attendance at, or participation in, the current tournament.    The AMTA Representatives are permitted but not required by this rule to impose sanctions for conduct described in Rule 9.4.  AMTA Representatives are encouraged to resolve disputes in a manner that does not unfairly impact the competitive balance of a tournament and should consider both the intent of the conduct and impact on the aggrieved team.  

Rule 9.3 Program Sanctions Any violation of any rule occurring at a tournament may result in the request for consideration of program sanctions for the offending team by the AMTA Representatives. Requests for Program Sanctions shall be made to the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors.  Program Sanctions are limited to (a) probation; (b) loss of bid eligibility for the national tournaments; (c) suspension of the coach or team member; or (d) suspension of school membership. 

Rule 9.4 Sanctionable conduct. Sanctionable conduct includes, but is not limited to, the following:

(a) Coaching during a round;

(b) Physical or verbal abuse of any participant;

(c) Intentionally destroying or defacing property, including an opponent’s exhibits;

(d) Intentionally engaging in inaccurate time keeping; 

(e) Intentionally using an ineligible person as a team member;

(f) Arriving late to a scheduled event such that the start of a competitive round or draw for pairings is delayed; and

(g) Any conduct proscribed by law.

In determining whether sanctions are appropriate and, if so, what sanctions are appropriate, the official AMTA Representatives (and the member of the Executive Committee, if consulted pursuant to Rule 9.5) shall consider the severity of the conduct complained of or observed and the severity of the possible sanctions, and shall endeavor to ensure that the sanctions are no more severe than the conduct warrants.  The official AMTA Representatives (and the member of the Executive Committee, if consulted pursuant to Rule 9.5) should also consider the impact any sanctions may have on individuals or teams not directly responsible for the conduct, and shall avoid or at least minimize such impact as appropriate and wherever possible.

Rule 9.5 Sanction procedures. Upon receiving a timely complaint involving conduct occurring at a tournament or upon observation by an official AMTA Representative of sanctionable conduct occurring at a tournament, one of the official AMTA Representatives assigned to the tournament, or to the division of a national tournament, shall immediately notify the affected parties.  If the affected parties include one or more teams, the official AMTA Representatives shall notify the respective team captain or coach.  The official AMTA Representatives will consult the affected parties as well as the complainant, and any third party the official AMTA Representatives believe may have material information regarding the conduct complained of or observed.  If the official AMTA Representatives cannot agree on whether sanctions are appropriate or what the appropriate sanctions should be, the official AMTA Representatives shall immediately consult the National Tabulation Director, and the determination will be made by a simple majority of the three officials.  If the National Tabulation Director is unavailable for immediate consultation, or is one of the official AMTA Representatives involved, the official AMTA Representatives shall consult a member of the Executive Committee according to the following order:  President, President-Elect, Secretary, Treasurer, National Tournaments Chair, Regional Tournaments Chair, Development Director, and Past-President.  Once a determination is made, the official AMTA Representative shall immediately notify the affected parties of the determination.

	


Rule 9.6 Tournament Sanctions- Appeal 

A party dissatisfied with the determination regarding conduct complained of or observed occurring at an AMTA-sanctioned tournament may appeal to the Tabulation Director or, in the event that the Tabulation Director cannot be reached or is one of the two AMTA Representatives, another member of the Executive Committee in the order described in Rule 9.5.  The Tabulation Director (or other Executive Committee member) may affirm, modify, or set aside an appealable determination of the official AMTA Representatives with the agreement of at least one of the official AMTA Representatives. If the person hearing the appeal disagrees with the decision of the two AMTA Representatives, and neither Representative chooses to change his/her position, the person hearing the appeal shall contact the next Executive Member in line pursuant to Rule 9.5.  That person shall serve as the tiebreaker in choosing between the decision of the person initially hearing the appeal and the decision of the two AMTA Representatives. This decision is final.  

Rule 9.7 Program Sanctions- Appeal  

Imposition of Program Sanctions by the Executive Committee in Rule 9.3 may be appealed to the full Board of Directors.  This decision is final.  
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